
FIRST REPORT 



.PROM THE 

Committee of Secrecy. 




Ordered to he printed i;^th April i8oi; 




Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 




Printed texts were supplied by the Cambridge University Library and digitised by the University of Southampton Library Digitisation Unit 





t 3 ] 




FIRST REPORT, 



The committee of SECRECY, to whom 

the feveral Papers, which were prefented (fealed up) 
to the Houfe, by Mr. Chancellor of the Exchequer, 
upon the i& and 2d Days of this Inftant April, by 
His Majesty’s Command, were referred; and who 
were direfled to examine the Matters thereof, and 
report the fame, as they fhall appear to them, to the 
Houfe ; — 

H ave proceeded, with the utmoft Diligence, to the 
Conlideration of the Matters referred to them ; but, from 
the Extent and Variety -of the Information refpedting different 
Parts of the United Kingdom, which has been laid before them, 
they are under the Neceffity of requefting the Indulgence of the 
Houfe for a fhort Time, before they can fubrnit the Refult of 
their Inveftigation on all the Points to which it has extended. 

Your Committee, howe’^er, think it Incumbent upon them to 
ftate, without Delay, that they have received the fulleft Proofs that 
the dangerous and treafonable Confpiracy for the Subverfion of 
the Conftitutibn and Government, which in the Year 1798, in 
Concert with a Foreign Enemy, produced the horrid and fan- 
guinary Rebellion in Ireland, and the Progrefs and Extent of which, 
in Great Britain, is detailed in -the Report of the Committee of 
Secrecy in the Year iy^g» has never been abandoned. — The Hopes 
and Ablivity of the Difaffeftfed were checked, and their Intentions 
A 2 fruftrated 
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fruftrated by the Vigilance of Government, and by the Effeft 
of the Laws which were adopted : But their Principles and Dsligns- 
remained unchanged, and they have for fome Time, and more 
efpecially of late, been endeavouring to take Advantage of the Dif- 
trefs occalioned by the High Price of Provifions, for carrying 
thofe wicked Defigns into Effea;— It has particularly appeared 
to Your Committee, that the Inftigators of thefe Proceedings 
have, on repeated Occafions, fecretly expreffed their Wifli for the 
■Aggravation of thofe Evils, which they everywhere endeavour to 
ufe as a Pretext and Engine for exciting popular Difeontent : — 
They appear to have derived their principal Encouragement, from 
the Preffure arifing from the Scarcity; from the Hopes of Affill- 
ance from a Foreign Enemy upon the Invafion of Great Britain 
or Ireland; and from the Expiration of the Laws before referred 
to, which from the concurrent Tellimony from different Parts 
of 'the Kingdom, they acknowledge and declare to have been the 
principal Obllacle to their Meafures. 

Within a few Weeks paft, and to the lateft Period to which 
the Information received by Your Committee can apply, their 
Aftivity has been great and encrealing in the Metropolis and 
in other Parts of the Kingdom; every Effort is employed that 
can tend to difturb the Public Tranquillity ; and recent Intel- 
ligence has been received from different Quarters, which jufli- 
fies Your Committee in believing, that,- at this Moment, the 
immeaiate Objedt- of the DifaffeiBed, is to endeavour, by a fudden 
Explofion, to avail themfelves of the Interval which may Rill take 
place before thofe Laws can be renewed. — The dangerous Svflein 
of a fecret Confederacy, under the Obligation of an unlawful 
Oath, which prevailed in Ireland, and afterwards extended itfelf 
to Great Britain, has been revived, with additional Precautions, 
for the Purpofe of'eluding Detedion, and of enfuring Concert,' 
Secrecy, and Difpatch : And, it appears to he in Agitation, 
fuddenly, by thefe Means, to call numerous Meetings, in different 
Parts of the Country, at the fame Day and Flour, to an Extent 
■which, if not prevented, muft materially endanger the Public 
Peace ; and that among.the Eerfons moft forward in inlligating 
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tKefe criminal Proceedings, are Tome of thofe who had been 
detained under the Sufpenfion of the Habeas Corpus A6t, and 
who have been recently releafed from Confinement. 

Thefe Confiderations, Your Committee have felt themfelves 
bound to fubmit, in the firfl: Inftance, to the Wifdom of the 
Houfe, believing that any Delay in fo doing would be. attended 
with material Danger to the Country | and, for the fame Reafon, 
they feel it a Duty Incumbent on them, to take the firft Mo- 
ment of ftating to the Houfe, their ftrong and unanimous Opi- 
nion, grounded on the Information -which they have received, 
that no Time ought to be loft in renewing thofe Meafures of 
Precaution, which the Wifdom of the Legiflature has before 
adopted; particularly the Adt for the Sufpenfion of the Provi- 
lions of the Habeas Corpus A£t, and the Adt to prevent Seditious 
Meetings j which, while they remained in force, were attended 
with the happieft Effedts In preferving the Public Tranquillity, 
and which Your Committee have the moft confident Hope 
would have the fame falutary 
cumftances. 



Operation, under the prefent Cir- 
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